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Gen er a l  com m en t s 

 

A good proport ion of candidates perform ed well and scored high m arks in 

the paper. The dem and of the paper is com parable with the previous paper. 

I t  was also pleasing to see that  overall candidates’ perform ances this 

season were slight ly bet ter than last  year.   

 

Candidates had every opportunity to produce good and proper t ranslat ions. 

Som e key words and phrases helped to different iate between good and 

adequate perform ance of the candidates. Also a num ber of outstanding 

pieces of t ranslat ions including exam ples of cont inuous pieces of writ ing 

were evident  from  a num ber of responses. 

 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

I t  is quite pleasing to see that  alm ost  all candidates were able to t ranslate 

all five sentences though at  varied level where they were tested on specific 

gram m ar points. However, the weaker candidates while t ransm it t ing 1(a)  

and 1(c)  often st ruggled or ignored to t ranslate key words e.g. ‘novel’ 1(a)  

and ‘m ust ’ in 1(c)  The rest  of the sentences were pret ty st raight  forward 

and easily answered by st ronger candidates. However, the global accuracy 

m ark led weaker candidate to score less than expected. The average score 

recorded for this quest ion was 12. 

 

Qu est ion  2  

  

This required an English passage about  green liv ing to be t ranslated into 

Bengali.   The m ajority of the candidates succeeded to t ransm it  the content  

of the passage fair ly well.  The st ronger candidates perform ed the 

t ranslat ion task in standard Bengali with a good flow. However, on som e 

occasions the t im e sequence, syntax and basic gram m ar was not  

t ransm it ted appropriately.  Weaker candidates often st ruggled to t ransm it  

words such as, ‘clim ate’, ‘crucial’,  ‘reduce & reuse’.   A good num ber of 

candidates had st ruggled to t ranslate the last  couple of sentences of the last  

paragraph properly. However, on the whole, candidates perform ed quite 

successfully, displaying good literacy skills in both languages. The average 

score recorded for this quest ion was 18. 

 

Qu est ion  3  

 

This required a Bengali passage about  an unem ployed youngster and his 

st ruggle in to seek a job, to be t ranslated into English. The m ajority of the 

candidates t ranslated the passage accurately. The st ronger candidates were 

able to t ransm it  the m ajor key ideas from  the Bengali passage into English 

with only a few spelling m istakes. They also applied the use of correct  

gram m at ical st ructures and the appropriate use of tenses. However, the 

weaker candidates often st ruggled to t ranslate som e words and phrases 

such as cov er ed ,  im ag in at iv e,  t h ou g h t f u l , cr u el  r ea l i t y  o f  l i f e , w er en ’ t  

m u ch  u se, j er k ed  and scr am b led .    The average score recorded for this 

quest ion was 18.  

 



 

 

 

Qu est ion  4  

 

Am ongst  the essay opt ions, 4a was the m ost  popular opt ion. Again, there 

was a requirem ent  of an ant icipat ion of facts, good flow, analysis and 

opinion. I t  was evident  am ongst  st ronger candidates. On average, the 

responses were m ainly descr ipt ive.  Also not  very m any candidates used 

high level vocabulary or idiom at ic phrases.  The m anipulat ion of languages 

was very basic on occasions. On the other hand, candidates who fulfilled 

these cr iter ia and displayed a coherent  piece of writ ing, obviously scored 

bet ter m arks. Am ongst  the essay opt ions, 4c was the least  popular. But  

those who at tem pted this scored good m arks. The average score recorded 

for this quest ion was 27. 

 

  

Con clu sion  

 

On the whole, this paper appeared to be fair  and well balanced. The overall 

perform ance of candidates showed that  the standard of literacy including 

the t ransm ission skills to and from  the target  language has im proved 

though on occasion, candidates’ perform ances were not  as good as 

expected due to their  lack of good grasp of a range of st ructures and tense 

concepts, knowledge of gram m ar. Also, a wide display of t ransliterated 

words /  phrases was evident  in the candidates’ perform ances across the 

board.  Cent res are rem inded to read the specificat ion to ensure candidates 

are fully prepared for the requirem ent  of the exam . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx
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